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MOURNING AN UNVERIFIED DEATH

Question

In March 2014, a Malaysian airplane went missing with no trace of its 239
passengers aboard. What is the Torah’s view regarding how family members

should mourn the lost Jewish passengers?
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Response

I. MOURNING A DECEASED RELATIVE

Origin

The origin of the obligation to mourn the demise of one’s relative! is debated by
the poskim:

a. Aharon’s Children

Following the passing of his two children,? Aharon declared, “If I had
eaten the sin offering today would it have pleased G-d?!”*i.e., “I am obligated

to mourn their passing, and I may thus not eat sacrificial meat.”* This
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